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Elysium Children and Education (a division of Elysium Healthcare) is committed to 

promoting equality in all its activities. We aim to provide an environment free from 

discrimination and unfair treatment. 
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Introduction 

This document is produced for all sites within the Elysium Children and Education. Please refer to local 

documentation for any site specific information or protocols. 

We recognise that the key to a successful education curriculum lies in being able to motivate and engage the 

young people it serves. We put the young people at the centre of our provision and therefore the curriculum 

responds to their needs first and foremost. 

Curriculum rationale 

Our curriculum rationale is informed by young people’s situations, previous experiences and aspirations.   

As a consequence of the above we recognise that to achieve engagement and success, curriculum planning 

must incorporate flexibility in the face of presenting need, which is also changeable.  We recognise that as 

educators our particular skills lay in being adaptable and responsive to an environment which can change 

frequently, even over a single education session whilst helping all to succeed and make progress in their 

learning. As a result of our environment and cohort, it is important that our curriculum planning is 

understood as a guide rather than as prescription.   

The curriculum 

 In general terms, we engage and motivate young people in a number of ways: 

 Through facilitating continuity and normalisation of a school and classroom environment; 

 Offering new and stimulating opportunities through which to learn and make progress; 

 By responding to and meeting individual student need. 

 

Elysium Children and Education provides a broad and balanced curriculum for young people with a diverse 

range of educational needs. The goals of the curriculum offered are: 

 To provide access to high quality learning, appropriate to need; 

 To provide opportunities for progress, achievement and educational success; 

 To provide opportunities for continuity in learning, including lifelong learning and preparation for 

adulthood; 

 To make learning an enjoyable and a positive experience;  

 To develop motivation and commitment to learning; 

 To nurture and develop skills for independence and co-operation with others; 

 To enable initiative, resilience and self-reliance and enhance student self-esteem and confidence; 

 To explore and celebrate difference, whether of culture, belief or point of view; 
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 To make an effective age appropriate careers provision; 

 To provide a range of learning opportunities for post-16 learners that lead to successful community 

living, a positive contribution to society and the world of work 

 To work collaboratively with members of the therapy team where applicable in providing a holistic 

approach to a young person’s education, care and treatment plan 

 

We offer environments in which debate and discussion can thrive, free of political bias. Any viewpoint, 

including that of the teacher or other adults, can be the subject of healthy challenge. 

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural aspects of the curriculum (SMSC) 

We recognise the importance of SMSC development and highlight opportunities within each curriculum 

subject offered to address, explore and teach these aspects and values accordingly.  Prominent in each of 

our classrooms are our own values, agreed and developed with young people, which set out the expectations 

for behaviour and conduct in the classroom.  Elysium Children and Education will also promote Fundamental 

British Values (FBV) as detailed in the Prevent strategy.  

Curriculum organisation 

Elysium Children and Education and its registered independent schools within, is not legally obliged to follow 

the National Curriculum but adheres to it, wherever appropriate, for individual students and the group as a 

whole. We recognise the importance of keeping abreast of curriculum development and opportunities that 

we develop and exploit to promote and extend young people’s learning.  The curriculum is delivered 

individually within small groups, noting that chronological age is not an indication of students’ academic, 

personal and social development.  We recognise that many students that we work with may have had 

significant gaps in their education due to illness, exclusion and other associated difficulties.   For these 

reasons we individualise work as much as possible using information taken from assessments; formal and 

informal, and from liaison with multi-disciplinary colleagues and previous schools, to work to student 

strengths and addressing deficiencies or gaps in learning.  For some lessons, i.e. Drama or PE we teach in 

larger groups to make the learning more effective and develop positive peer interactions.   We differentiate 

for learning in individual lesson planning so that all learners can experience success and make progress.   

We currently teach English, Maths, Science, PE and PSHE as core subjects. In addition, a broad range of other 

National Curriculum subjects and enrichment learning are offered to address a wide range of individual 

needs and interest, including those who require post 16 provision. We also have access to e-learning 

provision to offer bespoke subjects in a variety of areas. If appropriate, students can have their achievements 

accredited through nationally recognised examination centres, award schemes and Functional Literacy and 

Numeracy qualifications. 

Due to the wide ranging abilities and number of students it is often impossible to group students according 
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to age and / or ability. Two curriculum routes have been introduced “orange” and “blue” to group students 

onto an appropriate pathway. Our curriculum structure highlights how students are organised into Key 

Stages and routes identified for KS4 and KS5.     

We offer careers guidance through our PSHE curriculum and up to 9 days (at least one per half term) 

commissioned from an independent careers provider.  We also tailor more individualised and differentiated 

work addressing particular careers pathways and interests on an individual basis and facilitate work 

experience where possible. Opportunities to use and develop ICT are embedded throughout curriculum 

planning and it is also taught as a discreet subject in KS3 with opportunities to gain accreditation in KS4. 

PLTS 

The QCA developed a framework for describing personal, learning and thinking skills (PLTS) that applies to 
all young people aged 11–19. This has been adopted by Elysium Children and Education and will be applied 
across all age groups.  
 
The personal, learning and thinking skills framework comprises six groups: 

- independent enquirers 
- creative thinkers 
- reflective learners 
- team workers 
- self-managers 
- effective participants. 

 
Outcome statements from the PLTS framework will be included as part of the Elysium curriculum and 
detailed in documents such as schemes of work and lesson plans. The statements are indicative of the 
relevant skills, behaviours and personal qualities of our young people. Each group of skills is distinctive and 
coherent. The groups are also interconnected and students are likely to encounter skills from several groups 
in any one learning experience. To develop independence, students need to apply skills from all six groups 
in a wide range of contexts. PLTS have considerable impact on young people’s ability to enter work and adult 
life as confident and capable individuals who can make a positive contribution to society and this is why they 
have been included in the Elysium curriculum. 
 
Personalisation  

We offer and seek out opportunities to achieve on a personal level across the curriculum, both formally and 

informally. Through individual assessment and information gathering, we consider what each student is able 

to study and achieve and how they might be stretched.  In consultation with the student, parents and other 

stakeholders, we develop strategies and goals to achieve success.  A tailored curriculum is then developed 

to meet the needs of each learner within the group via an education Profile which is shared.  The profile and 

the curriculum are reviewed regularly as the needs of individuals and groups change. 


